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Astonishing virtuoso Ian Pace, a regular in the Late Music Festival, 
headlines this year with an amazing tribute to the centenary of Olivier 
Messiaen.

Vingt regards sur L'enfant Jesus is arguably one of Messiaen's  most 
profound works and is rarely played in its entirety. It was written during 
his early days as Professor of Harmony at the Paris Conservatoire.  Vingt 
regards was written in 1943, shortly after the incredible two-piano piece 
Visions de l'Amen. Both pieces are sumptuously lyrical and notably 
religious in their outlook and symbolises Messiaen’s devout catholicism.

This is a rare opportunity to see the piece played in its entirety by 
virtuoso Ian Pace and an excellent tribute to one of the greatest musical 
geniuses of the 20th Century.

There will be a pre-concert talk at 6:30pm

2008

After a stunning introduction via the Call for Performers in the 2007 festival 
last year, the fantastic Ossian Ensemble return to give a performance of a 
seminal piece in the history of 20th century music.The Ossian Ensemble is a 
virtuoso chamber ensemble made up of award-winning international soloists 
and is rapidly becoming known for its theatrical concerts and for promoting 
and commissioning new music

Quatuor pour la �n du temps (English "Quartet for the End of Time") is 
remarkably one of the few really great pieces to come out of World War II. In 
May 1940 Messiaen, then called up to work as a medical auxiliary, was 
captured at Verdun and held at prison camp Stalag VIII-A, where he encoun-
tered a trio of musicians. The piece was written for them during his stay and 
was �rst performed to an audience of prisoners and guards in 1941. The piece 
is now held to be an international masterpiece. This is a must-see perfor-
mance.
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Ian Pace - Vingt Regards sur L'enfant Jesus
Saturday 14th June 2008 - 7:30pm, Tickets £10/£8
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The Ossian Ensemble - Quartet for the End of Time
Saturday 14th June 2008 - 1pm, Tickets £5/£3
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